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Synopsis

"With its unprecedented depth and range, this massive new history of Surrealism from veteran
French philosopher and art critic Durozoi will be the one-volume standard for years to come. . . .
The book discusses expertly the main surrealist artists like Jean Arp, Max Ernst, RenA© Magritte,
Yves Tanguy, Salvador DalA and Joan MirA , but also treats with considerable understanding the
surrealist writing by Louis Aragon, Paul Eluard, Robert Desnos, Julien GraA§q and, of course, the
so-called "Pope of Surrealism,” AndrA® Breton. . . . This book should turn up in all serious
collections on 20th century art."--Publishers Weekly, starred reviewFrom Dada to the Automatists,
and from Max Ernst to AndrA© Breton, GACrard Durozoi here provides the most comprehensive
history of the Surrealist movement. Tracing the movement from its origins in the 1920s to its decline
in the 1950s and 1960s, Durozoi tells the history of Surrealism through its activities, publications,
and reviews, demonstrating its close ties to some of the most explosive political, as well as creative,
debates of the twentieth century.Drawing on a staggering amount of documentary and visual
evidence--including 1,000 photos--Durozoi illuminates all the intellectual and artistic facets of the
movement, from literature and philosophy to painting, photography, and film, thus making History of

the Surrealist Movement its definitive encyclopedia.
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Customer Reviews

This book is awesome. I've purchased histories of Surrealism before--all of which are now
desperately out-dated and out of print besides...including the great Abrams book on Dada and

Surrealism. This book beats them all. For one, it covers not just the Surrealists in Paris during the



1920s and 1930s, but examines the spread of the movement to the US, Africa, Japan, India, and
South America during the 1940s-1960s. For two, it deals with all media: painting, sculpture, poetry,
philosophy, fiction, film, etc. For three, it features biographies of all the major stars, and also of all
the minor players in their orbits. For four, it includes 1000 illustrations--many of them documentary
and never published before this book was originally released in the French edition, as well as many
many color plates scattered throughout the text. A beautiful production, and a terrific text by
Durozoi, who was linked to the Surrealists in the 1950s and 1960s by virtue of his involvement with

philosophy.

I’'m keeping this simple -- here’s an art book where the text and editorial content matches the
illustrations in terms of quality and awesome-osity. And the illustrations in this book are
AWESOME.Over 790 pp with something like over 800 illustrations and about 40% of them are in
color. Great appendices, too: 50 pp of "Notes on Principal Surrealists and Some of Their Close

Followers," a 25 p Bibliography, Index of Names, and Index of Periodicals.

This book is a translation of a French history of the surrealist movement, and the author has done
the homework. It is divided into detailed sections so that the reader knows what happened and
when, and the substance of the contradictions and conflicts that made up surrealism in its heyday.
Of course much of the good reading comes from Breton’s activities, which defined many of these
debates. What it doesn’t do is to delve into rhetoric, theory or the philosophy of surrealist
practice--instead it is pure art history, sticking to the core of surrealist development. There is much
material on Breton’s conflict with the left which is very useful, and much which isn’t detailed--such as
some of the controversy surrounding Chirico and Dali, which one would expect to be there. This
change of emphasis reflects a very academic view of surrealism, one that does not necessarily get
caught up in some of the more famous surrealist troubles, and instead wants to take us inside

Breton’s world and reconstruct what was significant for his inner circle.

Excellent resource for studying surrealism.
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